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DAVID'S PROPHECY OF CHRIST. 



WRITERS on the Book of Psalms have too gene- 
rally committed one of two errors. They have 
confined the meaning too much to the literal significa- 
tion ; or they have allowed themselves to wander too 
wildly after spiritual references : they have either seen 
none but David in the Psalms, or they have seen none 
but Christ. In the former case, they lose much of the 
spiritual good : in the latter, they so give themselves 
to fancied conceits, as to lose all reality. 

In the following pages the writer proposes to group 
together, as far as he is able, all those references to our 
blessed Lord which are to be met with in the Book of 
Psalms. That these passages do refer to Christ is 
evident from their being quoted by our Lord and his 
disciples ; and if they do refer to Christ, then David 
must have known Christ, and if he knew Him, then 
we must expect many other portions of the Psalms to 
refer to him also, even when there is no proof of their 
so referring. As therefore it is possible that many other 
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portions may refer to Christ, the following collection 
of passages must not be looked upon as complete, but 
as exhibiting only such passages as are quoted by our 
Lord and his Apostles as referring to Him ; but even 
from these it will appear that David was acquainted 
with the fact of our blessed Lord's incarnation ; of His 
being descended from himself; of His temptation; of His 
purifying the temple ; of His instructing the people by 
parables; of His betrayal ; of all the particulars of His 
crucifixion, even of the last words which He uttered 
on the cross ; of His burial and resurrection ; of His 
ascension ; of His kingdom ; and of His remaining a 
Priest for ever. 

Jesse's son awakes the lyre ; 

Listen while the psalmist sings : 
His the Spirit's sacred fire, 

All his theme— the King of kings! 



Others sing of worldly things ; 

Themes like these to men belong : 
But when Israel's psalmist sings, 

Sacred themes inspire his song. 

Listen, listen while he sings : 
Jesus is His glorious theme : 

Jesus is the King of kings ; 
'Tis his joy to sing of Him. 

How should we delight to hear 
Strains that hope and love impart: 

Strains of joy for mortal ear, 
Strains that captivate the heart ! 
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Son of Jesse, sound the lyre ! 

Bear our willing souls along : 
Christ the prophet's holy fire, 

Christ his theme, and Christ his song. 

' (Kelly.) 

If David then knew all this, and looked to and 
acknowledged Christ as his Lord, must we not con- 
sider him as a Christian ; and if so, when he speaks 
of a "Redeemer," and "salvation," must we not 
suppose that he applied much the same signification to 
these words as we do P 

By carefully examining the Book of Psalms, we shall 
frequently have occasion to perceive that David was a 
prophet, and that he spoke by inspiration of God. 
This is expressly stated by St. Peter : — 

Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of 
the patriarch David : . . . 

Being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, 
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit 
on his throne : he seeing this before, spake, &c. 
(Acts ii. 30.) 

This scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which 
the Holy Ghost spake by the mouth of David. (Acts i. 
16.) 

And by St. Paul :— 

Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, To-day if yp 
will hear his voice. (Heb. ill. 7.) 

And by our Lord : — 
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For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The 
Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till 
I make thine enemies thy footstool. (Mark xii. 36.) 

Let us then hear what David saith relative to our 
blessed Lord : — 

i. The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David ; he 

WILL NOT TURN FROM IT : Of THE FRUIT OF THY BODY 
WILL I SET UPON THY THRONE. 

There will I make the horn of David to bud, I 

HAVE ORDAINED A LAMP FOR MINE ANOINTED, (cxxxii. 

11, 17.) 

I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have 
sworn unto David my servant, — 

Thy seed will I stablish for ever, and build up thy 
throne to all generations. 

Once have I sworn by my holiness, that I will not 
fail David. 

His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as 
the sun before me. (lxxxix. 3, 4, 35, 36.) 

Now, if we turn to where these promises were re- 
corded, we find that God appears to speak only of 
Solomon and other children who should succeed 
him : — 

And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt 
sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after 
thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I 
will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house 
for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his 
kingdom for ever. (2 Sam. vii. 12, 13.) 
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But how is this interpreted by the other prophets ? — 

Behold the man whose name is the Branch. He 
shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build 
the temple of the Lord; even he shall build the 
temple of the Lord ; and he shall bear the glory ; and 
shall sit and rule upon his throne. (Zech. vi. 12, 13.) 

Here we see, that though in the passage in Samuel 
the promise seemed to relate solely to Solomon's build- 
ing the temple, and to him and his children sitting on 
the throne of Judah ; by this passage in Zechariah it 
is evident that our Lord is here referred to as building 
His temple, and sitting on the throne of His kingdom. 

But who is the " Branch " ? We are told by Jere- 
miah, Isaiah, and Zechariah : — 

Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment 
and justice in the earth, and this is his name whereby 
he shall be called — The Lord our Bighteousness. 
(Jer. xxiii. 5, 6.) 

Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
perform that good thing which I have promised unto 
the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. In 
those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch 
of righteousness to grow up unto David: and this 
is the name whereby he shall be called — The Lord 
our Bighteousness. (Jer. xxxiii. 14 — 16.) 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of 
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 
And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which 
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shall stand as an ensign to the people : to it shall the 
G-entiles seek. (Is. xi. 1, 10.) 

Behold I will bring forth my servant the Branch. 
(Zech. iii. 8.) 

— The " horn " signifies his regal power and office ; 
and its " bndding " seems to refer to a Prince of his 
house arising after some interval. 

In that day will I cause the horn of the house of 
Israel to bud forth. (Ezek. xxix. 21.) 

That all these passages agree together, we see by 
St. Luke and St. John : — 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath 
visited and redeemed his people ; and hath raised up 
a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
David ; as he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, 
which have been since the world began. (Luke i. 
68—70.) 

We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, 
and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph. (John i. 45.) 

Seventy weeks are determined — to seal up the 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. 
(Dan. ix. 24.) 

— The words " a lamp for my anointed " were accom- 
plished at the time : see 1 Kings xi. 36 ; xv. 4 ; 
2 Chron. xxi. 7 ; but they also refer to — 

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 
thy people Israel. (Luke ii. 32.) 
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This light was seen and referred to by the pro- 
phets : — 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a 
great light : they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 
(Is. ix. 2.) 

I, the Lord, have called thee, and will give thee for 
a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles. 
(Is. xlii. 6.) 

I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that 
thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the 
earth. (Is. xlix. 6.) 

Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the dark- 
ness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the 
people : but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his 
glory shall be seen upon thee. * And the Gentiles shall 
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising. (Is. Ix. 1-3.) 

I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that 
thou shouldest be for salvation unto the end of the 
earth. (Acts xiii. 47.) 

Zacharias' hymn of prophecy is mainly based on 
this and other passages in the Psalms. It begins, ap- 
propriately enough, in the very words with which good 
King David blessed God on the occasion of his son 
Solomon succeeding to his throne :— 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath 
visited and redeemed his people, 
n. Blessed be the Lobd God op Isbael, which hath 

given one to sit on my throne this day, mine eyes 
even seeing it. (1 Kings i. 48.) 
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He sent Redemption unto his People : he hath 

COMMANDED HIS COVENANT FOR EVER. (cxi. 9.) 

And hath raised up a horn of salvation for us in 
the house of his servant David. 

There will I make the horn of David to bud. 
(cxxxii. 17.) 

As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, 
which have been since the world began : 

That we should be saved from our enemies, and 
from the hand of all that hate us. 

To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and 
to remember his holy covenant. 

The oath that he swore to our father Abraham, 
that he would give us. 

He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the 
word which he commanded to a thousand genera- 
TIONS. 

Which covenant he made with Abraham, and 
his oath unto isaac. (cv. 8, 9.) 

He hath remembered his mercy and his truth 
toward the house of israel : all the ends of the 

EARTH HAVE SEEN THE SALVATION OF OURGOD. (xcviii. 3.) 

That we being delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies, might serve him without fear ; 

In holiness and righteousness before him, all the 
days of our life. 

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 
Highest : for thou shalt go before the face of the 
Lord, to prepare his ways : 

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people, for 
' the remission of their sins, 

Through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
dayspring (or, as the word also signifies, the Branch) 
from on high hath visited us. 



david's prophecy of christ. 13 

To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in 
the shadow of death ; to guide our feet into the way 
of peace. (Luke i. 68-79.) 

Thus then it is evident that the same words spoken 
by David — and this is frequently true with the other 
prophetical writers — have often two distinct interpre- 
tations. The fulfilment of them in the person of the 
Messiah, is no objection to their having been also appli- 
cable to Solomon and his descendants: and their 
application to Solomon, and being fulfilled in him, is 
no objection to their more important and more spiritual 
fulfilment in Christ. We must learn, therefore, from 
this and many other instances of duality of meaning, 
to be prepared to see Christ in many passages which 
seem only to refer to David ; while in others, which 
seem only to be applicable to our blessed Lord, we may 
think it likely that in some indirect way they may have 
referred also to the Psalmist. Another important 
principle deducible from these passages is, that David 
did know Christ, that he spoke of him, and saw his 
glory. 

III. I HAVE SET THE LORD ALWAYS BEFORE ME : BECAUSE 

he is at my right hand, i shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my tongue re- 

JOICETH. 

Thou wilt shew me the path of life : in thy 
presence is fulness of joy : at thy right hand 

THERE ARE PLEASURES FOR EVERMORE. (xvi. 8-11.) 

He expresses the same feeling of trustful dependence 



14 david's prophecy of christ. 

upon God, the same sense of his Saviour's presence, in 
other passages : — 

 

Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou 
hast holden me by my right hand. 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and after- 
ward receive me to glory. 

Whom have I in heaven hut thee ? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire beside thee. 

My flesh and my heart faileth : but God is the 
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever, 
(lxxiii. 23-26.) 

The Lord at my right hand. (ex. 5.) 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
cometh my help. 

My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven 
and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that 
keepeth thee will not sleep. 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel, shall neither slumber 
nor sleep. 

The Lord is thy keeper : the Lord is thy shade upon 
thy right hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon 
by night. 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil : he shall 
preserve thy soul. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy 
coining in from this time forth, and even for evermore, 
(exxi.) 

The Lord upholdeth him with his hand, (xxxvii. 24.) 

Here he acknowledges that his salvation is in Christ, 
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and he looks forward to a blessed resurrection, to dwell 
with Him for ever. 

This we find confirmed by another quotation :— 

I will put my trust in him. (Heb. ii. 12.) 

which is evidently taken from the Psalms, which are 
full of passages of this import : — 

The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my de- 
liverer ; my God, my strength, 

IN WHOM I WILL TBTJST. (xviii. 2.) 

iv. Be merciful unto me, God, be merciful unto me 

for MY SOUL TETJSTBTH Hf THEE. (lvii. I.) 

BUT I TBTJSTED Hf THEE, IiOED : I SAID, THOU AST 

my God. (xxxi. 14.) 

But if we are forced to acknowledge that David had 
this faith, can we say of ourselves, we who call ourselves 
bv Christ's name, " I have set the Lord alwavs before 
me: he is at my right hand?" Alas, it will one day be 
found that David was a far better Christian than we 

I- 

are! 

" Our songs shall be of Jesu's love, 
Who left the heavenly courts above, 

To bear our guilt and shame ; 
Th' eternal uncreated Word, 
Both David's son, and David's Lord, 

Jehovah is his name. 

Thou King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
Convert our hearts to hear thy words, 
Thy wondrous grace to tell : 
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Wake, harp of Judah, hear the sound, 
Ear as creation's utmost hound : 
All hail ! Immanuel ! " 

David's first reference to Christ is seeing him by re- 
velation in the courts of Heaven, in secret converse 
with His Father. He hears them, as it were, consulting 
together, 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
thou hadst formed the earth and the world, (xc. 2.) 

Before the creation of man, (John viii. 58 ; Is. xliii. 13,) 
he heard them consulting as to the Fall of man, and 
how it could be repaired without detriment to God's 
justice. Then it was that — 

When he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice 
and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou 
prepared me : in burnt offerings and sacrifices for 
sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I 
come — in the volume of the book it is written of me, 
—to do thy will, God. (Heb. x. 5-7.) 
v. Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desike ; 

MINE EARS HAST THOU OPENED : BURNT OFFERING AND 
SIN OFFERING HAST THOU NOT REQUIRED. 

Then said I, Lo, I come : in the volume of the 

BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME, 

I DELIGHT TO DO THY WILL, MY GOD. (xl. 6-8.) 

By this he must have seen that God's justice required 
a sacrifice, but that no sufficient sacrifice could be found. 
Then the blessed Jesus said, " Lo, I come." 
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By the which will we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all. For 
by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified. (Heb. z. 10, 14.) 

 

We have already seen how that God had promised 
to David that the Messiah should be born of the lineage 
of David : — 

The Lord hath sworn unto David, he will not 
turn from it ; op the fruit op thy body will i set 
upon thy throne. 

There will I make the Horn of David to bud, I 

HAVE ORDAINED A LAMP FOR MINE ANOINTED. (cXXxii. 

11, 17.) 

And the consequences of this incarnation are — the 
restoration of Israel ; the fall of the Jewish Jerusalem 
to be succeeded by the spiritual Jerusalem ; as this 
again will be one day succeeded by the heavenly 
Jerusalem : — 

Jerusalem, which is above is free, which is the 
mother of us all. For it is written, Rejoice, thou 
barren that bearest not ; break forth and cry, thou 
that travailest not. (Gal. iv. 26, 7.) 

This is quoted from Isaiah : — 

Sing, barren, thou that didst not bear, break 
forth into singing and cry aloud, thou that didst not 
travail with child. (Is. liv. 1.) 

As this again seems to be taken from David : — 

B 
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yi. He maketh the babben "WOMAN to keep house, 

AND TO BE A JOYFUL MOTHEB OF OHILDBEN. HALLE- 
LUJAH, (cxiii. 9.) 

He appears to have been present with the shepherds, 
when the angel of God appeared unto them, and — 

Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying — Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill 
toward men. (Luke ii. 13, 14.) 

Thus fulfilling the commandment of God — 

When he bringeth in the first-begotten into the 
world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship 
him. (Heb. i. 6.) 
vii. Bless the Lobd, ye his angels, that excel in 

strength, that do his commandments, heabkening 
unto the voice of his wobd. 

Bless ye the Lobd all ye His hosts, ye ministebs 
of His that do His pleasube. (ciii. 20, 21.) 

Fbaise ye TTtm all His angels: Pbatse ye Him 
all His hosts, (cxlviii. 2.) 

Wobship Him all ye gods, (xcvii. 7.) 

The first event of our Lord's life which David refers 
to, after that of his birth, is the baptism at Jordan ; on 
which occasion a voice from heaven spoke in the words 
of David : — 

viii. The Lobd hath said unto me, Thou abt my Son, 

this day have I begotten thee. (ii. 7.) 

And lo, a voice from heaven saying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. (Matt 
iii. 17.) 
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David therefore acknowledges Christ as his God : — 

What think ye of Christ ? whose son is he ? They 
say unto him, The son of David. He saith unto them, 
How then doth David in Spirit call him Lord, saying, 
The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool. If David 
then call him Lord, how is he then his son ? (Matt. 
xxii. 42-45. See also Acts ii. 34; and Heb. i. 13.) 
ix. The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 

BIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOT- 
STOOL, (ex. 1.) 

Immediately after this he sees Him tempted by the 
devil ; and, most remarkably, this temptation was in 
the very words of David : — 

Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, 
and setteth him upon a pinnacle of the temple, and 
saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 
down; for it is written, He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee, and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone. (Matt. iv. 5, 6.) 
x Fob he shall give his angels charge over thee, 

TO KEEP THEE IN ALL THY WAYS. 

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest 

THOU DASH THY FOOT AGAINST A STONE, (xci. 11, 12.) 

Similarly he says in other places : — 

The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them, (xxxiv. 7.) 
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Thou hast given commandment to save me, for thou 
art my rock and my fortress, (lxxi. 3.) 

After this he sees Him asserting His authority in the 
Temple, showing that He is Lord of the Temple : — 

And Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and found in the 
temple those that sold oxen, and sheep, and doves, 
and the changers of money sitting : and when he had 
made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out 
of the temple, and the sheep and the oxen ; and 
poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the 
tables; and said unto them that sold doves, Take 
these things hence ; make not my Father's house a 
house of merchandise. And his disciples remembered 
that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up. (John ii 13-17.) 
xi. For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 

(lxix. 9.) 

My zeal hath consumed me, because mine enemies 
have forgotten thy words, (cxix. 139.) 

But though David recognised the Saviour, he per- 
ceived that his children would not : — 

XII. I AM BECOME A STRANGER TO MY BRETHREN, AND AN 

ALIEN UNTO MY MOTHER'S CHILDREN. (lxix. 8.) 

He was in the world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not. He came unto 
his own, and his own received him not. (John i. 1 0, 1 1 . ) 

For neither did his brethren believe in him. (John 
vii. 5.) 

And when his friends heard of it, they went out to 
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lay hold on him, for they said, He is beside himself. 
(Mark iii. 21.) 

He is despised and rejected of men ; a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it 
were our faces from him ; he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. (Is. liii. 3.) 

Then he appears to be listening to our Lord's dis- 
courses, when He healed the sick, and taught the 
people : — 

All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 
parables, and without a parable spake he not unto 
them : that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in 
parables ; I will utter things which have been kept 
secret from the foundation of the world. (Matt. xiii. 
25.) 

™. I WILL INCLINE MINE EAR TO A PARABLE : I WILL 

OPEN MY DARE SAYING UPON THE HARP. (xlix. 3.) 

I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN A PARABLE : I WILL UTTER 
DARE SAYINGS OF OLD. (lxxviii. 2.) 

And in a similar manner he hears Him preach in 
the synagogues, and among the people : — 

For which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren : saying, I will declare thy name unto my 
brethren : in the midst of the Church will I sing 
praise unto thee. (Heb. ii. 11, 12.) 

XIV. I WILL DECLARE THY NAME UNTO MY BRETHREN : IN 

THE MIDST OP THE CONGREGATION WILL I PRAISE THEE, 
(xxii 22.) 

Nor is it St. Paul alone who quotes this passage as 
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referring to our Lord ; but our Lord himself seems to 
refer to it, immediately before His betrayal : — 

I have manifested thy name unto the men which 
thou gayest me out of the world and I have de- 
clared unto them thy name, and will declare it. (John 
xvii. 6, 26.) 

David uses almost the same expression in another 
Psalm: — 

I have preached (Thy) righteousness in the great 
congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, 
Lord ; thou knowest. 

I have not hid Thy righteousness within my heart : 
I have declared Thy faithfulness and Thy salvation : 
I have not concealed Thy loving-kindness and Thy 
truth from the congregation, (xl. 9, 10.) 

Nor is it to His brethren only, but to the Gentiles 
also, that he hears Christ preach His gospel : — 

Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the pro- 
mises made unto the fathers, and that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written — 

For this cause will I confess to thee among the 
Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. (Bom. xv. 8, 9.) 
xv. Therefore will I give thanks to thee, Lord, 

AMONG THE HEATHEN, AND SING PRAISES UNTO THY 

name, (xviii. 49.) 
He next is present at the Transfiguration : — 

Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, 
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and bringeth them up into a nigh mountain apart, 
and was transfigured before them : and his face did 
shine forth as the sun, and his raiment was white as 
tho light. And behold there appeared unto him 
Moses and Elias, talking with him . . . And behold, 
a bright cloud overshadowed them ; and behold, a 
voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased : hear ye him. 
(Matt. xvii. 1 — 5.) 
xvi. The Lord hath said ttnto me, Thou art my 

Son : this day have I begotten thee. (ii. 7.) 

St. Peter also testifies to these words having been 
spoken on this occasion : — 

For he received from God the Father honour and 
glory, when there came such a voice to him from the 
excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased. And this voice which came from 
heaven we heard, when we were with him in the 
holy mount. (2 Pet. i. 17, 18.) 

St. Paul also, in like manner : — 

For unto which of the angels said he at any time, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee ? 
(Heb. i. 5.) 

And St. Peter seems to refer at the same time to the 
words having been uttered by David in prophecy : — 

We have also a more sure word of prophecy, 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place. (2 Pet. i. 19.) 
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He then sees Him entering into Jerusalem, when — 

A very great multitude spread their garments in 
the way ; others cut down branches from the trees, 
and strawed them in the way. And the multitude 
that went before and that followed cried, saying, 
Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is He that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the 
highest. (Matt. xxi. 8, 9.) 
xvii. This is the day which the Lord hath made : we 

will rejoice and be glad in it. 

I beseech thee, Lord, Hosanna ! I beseech 
thee, Lord, send now prosperity. 

Blessed be He that cometh in the name op the 
Lokd. 

We have blessed you out of the house of the Lord, 
(cxviii. 24—26.) 

And when the chief priests and scribes saw the 
wonderful things that he did, and the children crying 
in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of 
David, they were sore displeased, and said unto him — 
Hearest thou what these say ? And Jesus said unto 
them, Yea, have ye never read, Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? 
(Matt. xxi. 15, 16.) 
xvni. Out op the mouth op babes and sucklings hast 

thou ordained strength because op thine enemies. 
(viii. 2.) 

We may believe that he accompanied our Lord in 
spirit, when He preached His last sermon in Jerusalem, 
concluding with that touching appeal — 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the pro- 
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phots, and stonest them which are sent unto thee ; 
how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not ! (Matt, xziii. 37.) 

But though David's children did not respond to the 
appeal, David himself did, for he says : — 

Be merciful unto me, God, be merciful unto 
me ; for my soul trusteth in thee : 
xix. Yea in the shadow of thy wings will I make 

MY REFUGE. (lvii. 1.) 

Keep me as the apple of the eye : hide me under 
the shadow of thy wings, (xvii. 8.) 

Because thou hast been my help : therefore in the 
shadow of thy wings will I rejoice, (lxiii. 7.) 

I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever : I will trust 
in the covert of thy wings, (lxi. 4.) 

We now approach the history of the Crucifixion, 
which is full of quotations from the blessed Psalmist. 

When Judas Iscariot was about to betray his Master, 
our Lord directed particular attention to a passage in 
the Psalms : — 

I speak not of you all: I know whom I have 

chosen: but that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 

He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel 

against me. (John xiii. 18.) 

xx. Yea mine own famttjak, friend, in whom I 

TRUSTED, WHICH DID EAT OF MY BREAD, HATH LIFTED 
UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME. (xli. 9.) 

And this circumstance our Lord the more especially 
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remarks upon, as adducing a proof pf His divinity. 
It therefore furnishes the strongest possible proof that 
this is no mere quotation from the Psalms of David, 
made use of by our blessed Lord as applicable to His 
present circumstances : but that He regarded it as a 
direct prophecy by David; and one therefore that 
must necessarily be fulfilled. David therefore must 
have seen and known Christ by revelation. Our Lord's 
words are :— 

Now I told you before it come, that, when it is 
come to pass, ye may believe that I am he. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you that one of you shall betray 
me. (Johnxiii. 19, 21.) 

This prophecy St. Peter particularly had in mind, 
when he said to the disciples, after our Lord's ascen- 
sion, — 

Men and brethren, this Scripture must needs have 
been fill filled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of 
David spake before concerning Judas, which was 
guide to them that took Jesus. For he was numbered 
with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now 
this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity ; 
and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, 
and all his bowels gushed out. And it was known to 
all the dwellers at Jerusalem ; insomuch as that field 
is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama ; that is to 
say, The field of blood. For it is written in the Book 
of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and his 
bishoprick let another take. (Acts i. 16, 20.) 
xxi. Let their habitation be desolate, and let none 

DWELL IN THEIR TENTS. (lxix. 25.) 



david's prophecy of christ. 27 

Let his days be pew, and let another take his 

OFFICE. 

Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a widow, 
(cix. 8, 9.) 

Another proof of prophetic inspiration is also pointed 
out to us by our Lord, as afforded by the hatred of the 
Chief Priests : — 

But this cometh to pass, that the word might be 
fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me 
without a cause. (John xv. 25.) 
xxii. They that hate me without a cause are more 

than the hairs op my head t 

They that would destroy me, being mine enemies 
wrongfully, are mighty, (lxix. 4.) 

Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully 
rejoice over me : neither let them wink with the eye 
that hate me without a cause, (xxxv. 19.) 

They compassed me about also with words of 
hatred, and fought against me without a cause. 

For my love, they are mine adversaries ; but I give 
myself unto prayer. 

And they have rewarded me evil for good, and 
hatred for my love. (cix. 3-5.) 

That this last passage refers to our Lord is extremely 
probable from its being followed by the sentence spoken 
against Judas, in verses 8 and 9. 

How must the Psalmist's soul have risen with indig- 
nation at seeing the Saviour deserted by His disciples! 

But all this was done that the Scripture of the 
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prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples 
forsook him and fled. (Matt. xxvi. 56.) 

XXIII. I WAS A FEAR TO MINE ACQUAINTANCE I THEY THAT 

DID SEE ME WITHOUT FLED FROM ME. (xxxi. 11.) 

The peculiar character of another passage in the 
Psalms shows that he saw Jesus hanging on the cross, 
particularly as the passage stands interwoven with 
other prophecies of the crucifixion; the distinctness 
of which prevent our applying it to any other than 
that event: — 

xxiv. They pierced my hands and my feet. (xxii. 16.) 

They shall look on him whom they pierced. (John 
xix. 37.) 

Again, he sees the scoffing of the people : — 

And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their 
heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, 
and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou 
be the Son of God, come down from the cross. 
Likewise also the chief priests, mocking him, with the 
scribes and elders, said, He saved others ; himself he 
cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him 
now come down from the cross, and we will believe 
him. He trusted in God : let him deliver him now, 
if he will have him ; for he said, I am the Son of 
God. (Matt, xxvii. 39—43.) 
xxv. All they that see me laugh me to scorn : they 

SHOOT OUT THE LIP, THEY WAG THE HEAD, SAYING, 

He trusted on the Lord that he would deliver 
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HIM : LET HEM DELIVER HOC, SEEING HE DELIGHTED 

in him. (xxii. 7, 8.) 

This passage is the more remarkable, that it is not 
quoted by our Lord, or His disciples, and therefore 
cannot be said to have been quoted merely because it 
was applicable ; but it was quoted unwittingly by our 
Lord's enemies, who like Caiaphas thus spoke un- 
consciously, and who were the unwilling instruments 
of the accomplishment of prophecy. But let us read 
on: — 

Be not far from me, for trouble is near ; for there 
is none to help. 

Many bulls have compassed me; strong bulls of 
Bashan have beset me round. 

They opened their mouths against me, as a raven- 
ing and a roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are 
out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in 
the midst of my bowels. 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my 
tongue cleaveth to my jaws ; and thou hast brought 
me into the dust of death. 

For dogs have compassed me, the assembly of the 
wicked have enclosed me. 

But be not thou far from me, Lord; my 
strength, haste thee to help me. 

Deliver my soul from the sword ; my solitary one 
from the power of the dog. 

Save me from the lion's mouth ; for thou hast heard 
me from the horns of the unicorns, (xxii. 11 — 21.) 

Forsake me not, Lord : my God, be not far 
from me. 



30 david's prophecy of christ. 

Make haste to help me, Lord my salvation, 
(xxxviii. 21, 22.) 

It is remarkable, in reading the history of the 
crucifixion, to find how all the malice and fury of His 
enemies only served to the accomplishment of prophecy. 
Thus of their reproaches we read : — 

Even Christ pleased not himself: but, as it is 
written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee 
fell on me. (Bom. xv. 3.) 
xxvi. The reproaches op them that reproached thee 

are fallen upon me. 

Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, 
and my dishonour: mine adversaries are all 

BEFORE THEE. 

EePROAOH HATH BROKEN MY HEART, AND I AM 
FULL OF HEAVINESS, (lxix. 9, 19, 20.) 

I WAS A REPROACH AMONG ALL MINE ENEMIES, BUT 
ESPECIALLY AMONG MY NEIGHBOURS, AND A FEAR TO 
MINE ACQUAINTANCE : THEY THAT DID SEE ME WITHOUT 
FLED FROM ME. (xxxi. 11.) 

I BECAME ALSO A REPROACH UNTO THEM I WHEN 
THEY LOOKED UPON ME THEY SHARED THEIR HEADS, 
(cix. 25.) 

But though the scoffs of the wicked must have been 
most trying to the Saviour, yet He was ready to make 
excuse for them, for " they knew not what they did :" 
but the cold indifference, and utter unconcern of the 
spectators, must have filled His soul with anguish : — 

And the people stood beholding. (Luke xxiii. 35.) 
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xxvn. They stand staring and looking upon me. 

(xxii. 17.) 

These were not His friends : not one face could He 
discern that looked on Him with pity ! 

XXVHI. I LOOKED FOR SOME TO TAKE PITY, BUT THERE WAS 

NONE : AND FOR COMFORTERS, BUT I FOUND NONE, 
(lxix. 20.) 



But where were His disciples P — 

And all his acquaintance, and the women that 
followed him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding 
these things. (Luke xxiii. 49.) 
xxix. My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my 

SORE, AND MY KINSMEN STAND AFAR OFF. (xxxviii. 11.) 

The Psalmist witnesses the extremity of our Lord's 
suffering, and appears to suffer in His stead : — 

XXX. I AM POURED OUT LIKE WATER, AND ALL MY BONES 

ARE OUT OF JOINT: MY HEART IS USE WAX, IT IS 
MELTED IN THE MIDST OF MY BOWELS. 

MY STRENGTH IS DRIED UP TTTTR; A POTSHERD I AND 
MY TONGUE CLEAVETH TO MY JAWS; AND THOU HAST 
BROUGHT ME INTO THE DUST OF DEATH, (xxii. 14, 15.) 

David even records what they gave Him in His 
extremity ! How could he have spoken of this in his 
own person ? When, and under what circumstances, 
could any of those who were about him, give him 
vinegar and gall? He could only have spoken of 
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Christ— he could only have spoken by the inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost : — 

They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with 
gall : and when he had tasted thereof, he would not 
drink. (Matt, xxvii 34.) 
xxxi. They gave me also gall for my meat: and 

IN MY THIRST THEY GAVE ME VINEGAR TO DRINK. 

(bribe- 21.) 

Neither was it by chance that it was fulfilled ; but 
it was ordained and brought to pass by 1 the express 
will of God : — 

After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 
saith, I thirst. Now, there was set a vessel full of 
vinegar ; and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and 
put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When 
Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It 
is finished. (John xix. 28 — 30.) 

But all this pain and misery, all this extremity of 
suffering, was as nothing in comparison with His sense 
of God's anger on account of the sins which He had 
taken upon Him for our sakes : — 

xxxn. Eefroach hath broken my heart, 

or, as it is in our Prayer-book, 

Thy rebuke hath broken my heart, (lxix. 20.) 
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Another instance, quite as remarkable, occurs in 
David's foretelling the division of our Lord's clothing. 
How could he have described these particulars with 
such minute accuracy, unless by revelation? How 
could they possibly relate to circumstances connected 
with himself, which circumstances were found applicable 
afterwards to our Lord ? There is but one solution to 
this question — he spoke by the inspiration of God ! 

And they crucified him, and parted his garments, 
casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments 
among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots. 
(Matt, xxvii. 35.) 

Thus again we see the wicked conspiring together, 
but only to promote God's glory. Little did they think, 
when they were quarrelling over their unlawful prize, 
that they were but fulfilling God's ancient prophecy — 

txxni. They part my garments among them, and cast 

lots upon my vesture, (xxii. 18.) 

St. John's account is still more minute :— 

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, 
took his garments, and made four parts, to every 
soldier a part ; and also his coat : now the coat was 
without seam, woven from the tpp throughout. They 
said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, 
but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled which said, They parted 
my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did 
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cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did. 
(John xix. 23, 24.) 

David then hears the awful words, showing the 
extremity of Christ's anguish ; when not only were the 
wicked leagued against Him, not only did His friends 
forsake Him, but even God appeared to have done so ! 

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 

voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani ? that is to 

say, My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me ? 

(Matt, xxvii. 46.) 

xxxiv. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? 

Why art thou so far from helping me, and from the 
words of my roaring ? (xxii. 1.) 

But now he hears Him say that He has completed 
the work which He had taken upon Him to do, and that 
all things which were prophesied of Him had been 
accomplished : — 

When Jesus, therefore, had received the vinegar, 
he said, It is finished : and he bowed the head, and 
gave up the ghost. (John xix. 30.) 

xxxv. He hath done it: or, He hath finished it. 

(xxii. 31.) 

And then he hears Him commend His soul to God : — 

And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he 
said, Father, into thy hand I commend my spirit : 
and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. (Luke 
xxiii. 46.) 

When he suffered, he threatened not: but com- 
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mitted himself to him that judgeth righteously. 
(1 Pet. ii. 23.) 
Into thy hand I commit my spirit, (xxxi. 5.) 



David appears to see and to note every incident : 
one event after another is recorded, so that it almost 
seems we are reading the account of one of the Evan- 
gelists, of one of the witnesses to our Lord's sufferings ! 
The first event recorded by St. John after the death of 
our Saviour is the breaking the bones of the malefactors, 
so that they might die, and their bones be removed 
before the Sabbath. The other Evangelists do not 
mention it, so that David describes an event unre- 
corded by the three other Evangelists : — 
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He xeepeth all his bones, so that not one of 
them is broken, (xxxiv. 20.) 

The Jews, therefore, because it was the prepara- 
tion, that the bodies should not remain on the cross 
on the Sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was a high 
day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, 
and that they might be taken away. Then came the 
soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the 
other which was crucified with him. But when they 
came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, 
they brake not his legs. But one of the soldiers with 
a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there- 
out blood and water. And he that saw it bare re- 
cord, and his record is true, and he knoweth that he 
eaith true, that ye might believe. For these things 
were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, A 
bone of Him shall not be broken. (John xix. 31 — 36.) 
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But why was this event recorded ? Of what signi- 
ficance was it? One reason doubtless was to show 
that our Lord did really die upon the cross : for if He 
were not dead, then the Resurrection would pass for 
nought : but a more important reason was, because it 
was one of the ordinances of the Passover that the 
bones of the Paschal lamb should not be broken : and 
thus it was ordained to show that Jesus was this Pas- 
chal lamb, and that thus by one sacrifice He had for 
ever put away the sins of the world : — 

This is the ordinance of the Passover : In one 
house shall it be eaten : thou shalt not carry forth 
ought of the flesh abroad out of the house : neither 
shall ye break a bone thereof. (Ex. xii. 46.) ( 

They shall leave none of it unto the morning ; nor 
break any bone of it : according to all the ordinances 
of the Passover they shall keep it. (Numb. ix. 12.) 

David, therefore, at the same time records (by inspi- 
ration) the fact, and acknowledges the Messiah as the 
great sacrifice which is to put away the sins of the 
world. 

Having thus proved the death of the Messiah, David 
next speaks of His resurrection : — 

Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of 
his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up 
Christ to sit on his throne : he seeing this before, 
spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was 
not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 
(Acts ii. 30, 31.) 
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lxxviii. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell: 

NEITHER "WILT THOU SUPPER THINE HOLY ONE TO SEE 
CORRUPTION. (xvi. 10.) 

But God will redeem my soul from the power of 
the grave, for he shall receive me. (xlix. 15.) 

Thou shalt show me the path of life: in Thy 
presence is the fulness of joy; and at Thy right 
hand there is pleasure for evermore, (xvi. 12.) 

Now that David could not have spoken this of him- 
self, is proved by St. Paul in his sermon at Antioch : — 

And as concerning that he raised him from the 
dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on 
this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David. 
(See Is. lv. 3.) Wherefore he saith also in another 
Psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption. For David, after he had in his own 
generation served the will of God, fell on sleep, and 
was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption : but 
he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption. 
(Acts xiii. 34—37.) 

The result of Christ's resurrection was the proof of 
His power and Godhead, and the confusion of all His 
enemies ; and therefore Peter and John, and the rest of 
the disciples at Jerusalem — 

Lifted up their voices to God with one accord, and 
said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is : who 
by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why 
did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain 
things ? The kings of the earth stood up, and the 
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rulers were gathered together, against the Lord, and 
against his Christ. For of a truth against thy holy 
child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people 
of Israel, were gathered together, for to do whatso- 
ever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to 
be done. (Acts iv. 24— 2&.) 
xxxix. Why do the heathen rage, and the people 

imagine a vain thing ? 

The sings op the earth bet themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together, against the 
Lord, and against his Anointed, 

Saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast 
away their cords from us. 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall Isqgn: the 
Lord shall have them in derision. 

Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and 
vex them in his sore displeasure ; 

Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion» 

I will declare the decree ; the Lord hath said unto 
me, Thou art my Son ; this day have I begotten thee. 

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for thy possession. 

Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron ; thou 
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

Be wise now therefore, ye kings ! Be instructed, 
ye judges of the earth ! 

Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trem- 
bling: 

Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 
{Ps> ii.) 
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It was with reference to this subject that our Lord 
spake His parable of the vineyard ; and when He stated 
the judgment that should befall the husbandmen, the 
chief priests and the scribes said, God forbid. On 
which— 

He beheld them, and said, What is this then that 
is written — 

The stone which the builders rejected, the same is 
become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? (Luke 
xx. 17, 18 ; Matt* xxi. 42.). 

This is the stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of the corner. 
(Acts iv. 11.) 
xfu The stone which the builders refused is become 

the head stone of the corner. 

This is the Lord's doing: it is marvellous in 
our eyes, (cxviii. 22, 23.) 

Notwithstanding all the efforts of His enemies, even 
When they thought they had been most successful, he 
hears God say, — 

xli. Yet have I set my Kino upon my holy hill of 

Zion. (ii. 6.) 

But in rejoicing for Christ's sake, we rejoice also for 
our own : for — 

Unto every one of us is given grace, according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ Wherefore he 
saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity 
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captive, and gave gifts unto men, unto the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ ; till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ. (Eph. iv. 7 — 13.) 
xlii. Thotj hast ascended on high, thotj hast led 

captivity captive : thou hast received gifts for 
men : yea, for the rebellious also, that the 
Lord God might dwell among them. 

Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with 
benefits, even the God of our salvation ! (lxviii. 
18, 19.) 

St. Peter proves that David could not have spoken 
this of himself, for he says,- 

For David is not ascended into the heavens : but 
he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit 
thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes thy 
footstool. Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly that God hath made that same Jesus, whom 
ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. (Acts. ii. 
34—36.) 

He now witnesses Christ's triumphant ascent into 
heaven : — 

xliii. Lift up your heads, ye gates : and be ye 

lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of 
glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory ? The Lord strong 
and mighty, the lord mighty in battle. 
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Lift up your heads, ye gates : even lift 
them tjp, ye everlasting doors j and the klng of 
glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The Lord of 
hosts, He is the King of glory, (xxiv. 7 — 10.) 

We must remark that in all these prophecies David 
speaks of our Lord as God, and not as a mere man. It 
was with this observation that our Lord so signally 
confuted His opponents : — 

While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them, saying, What think ye of Christ ? whose 
Son is he ? They say unto him, The son of David. 
He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit 
call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies 
thy footstool. If David then call him Lord, how is 
he his son ? (Matt, xxii. 41 — 45.) 
xliv. The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 

right hand, until i make thine enemies thy foot- 
STOOL, (ex. 1.) 

But to which of the angels said he at any time, 
Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool? (Heb. i. 13.) 

Of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels 
spirits, and his ministers a name of fire : but unto the 
Son he saith, Thy throne, God, is for ever and 
ever : a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy 
kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity : therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed 
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 
(Heb. i. 7—9.) 
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xlv. Thy throne, God, is for ever and evbr : the 

sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

Thou hast loved righteousness and hatest 
iniquity i therefore god, thy qtod, hath anointed 
thee with the oil of gladsbm above thy fellows. 

(xlv. 6, 7.) 

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy 
dominion egdnreth throughout all generations, 
(cxlv. 13.) 

David now feels that his people are redeemed ; that 
Christ has paid the ransom for them, and that they are 
saved : — 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel : for he hath 
visited and redeemed his people : and hath raised up 
a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
David. (Luke i. 68, 69.) 

XLVI. HE SENT REDEMPTION UNTO HIS PEOPLE, HE HATH 

COMMANDED HIS COVENANT FOR EVER; HOLY AND 
REVEREND IS HIS NAME. (cxi. 9.) 

Jesus Christ, who is gone into heaven, and is on 

the right hand of God ; angels and authorities and 

powers being made subject unto him. (1 Pet. iii. 22.) 

As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest 

for ever, after the order of Melchisedec. (Heb. v. 6.) 

xlvii. The Lord hath sworn and will not repent : 

Thou art a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedek. (ex. 4.) 

It is curious to notice how this prophecy is accepted 
by St. Paul. He does not merely quote it, but he 
reasons upon it, and follows it out, so as to satisfy 
himself that he understands the full scope of it. This 
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is totally different to accommodation. Had it been a 
mere quotation, it would have been but slightly touched 
upon, as if fearful of exposure : but by thus dwelling 
on it, he shows us how entirely he himself was moved 
by the Spirit of God to accept this as prophetical of the 
Messiah ; how entirely and completely he so believed 
it. We find him thus referring to it in this and the 
following chapters : — 

And being made perfect, he became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him : called 
of God, a high priest after the order of Melchisedec. 
(Heb. v. 9, 10.) 

Whither the forerunner is for us enteral Mi 
Jesus, made a high priest for ewjs&or Hie order of 
Melchisedec (Heb-^fL 20.) 

For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the 
most high God, first being by interpretation, King of 
righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, 
which is, King of peace ; without father, without 
mother, without descent, having neither beginning of 
days, nor end of life ; but made like unto the Son of 
God ; abideth a priest continually. (Heb, vii. 1 — 3.) 

And then, after showing how much greater Melchi- 
sedec was than Abraham, he goes on to say — 

If therefore perfection were by the Levitioal priest- 
hood — for under it the people received the law — what 
further need was there that another priest should rise 
after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after 
the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being 
changed, there is made of necessity a change also of 
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the law. For lie of whom these things are spoken 
pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave 
attendance at the altar : for it is evident that our 
Lord sprang out of Juda ; of which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far 
more evident : for that after the similitude of Melchi- 
sedec there ariseth another priest ; who is made, not 
after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endless life : for he testifieth, Thou art a 
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 

For there is verily a disannulling of the command- 
ment going before, for the weakness and unprofitable- 
ness thereof. For the law made nothing perfect, but 
the bringing in of a better hope did : by the which we 
draw nigh unto God. And inasmuch as not without 
an oath he was made priest : — for those priests were 
made without an oath, but this with an oath, by him 
that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not re- 
pent, Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of 
Melchisedec : — by so much was Jesus made a surety 
of a better testament. And they truly were many 
priests, because they were not suffered to continue by 
reason of death : but this man, because he continueth 
ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore 
he is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto G-od by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them. For such a high priest became 
us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners, and made higher than the heavens : who 
needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up 
sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the 
people's : for this he did once, when he offered up 
himself. For the law maketh men high priests which 
have infirmity : but the word of the oath, which was 
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since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated 
for evermore. (Heb. vii. 11 — 28.) 

And the consequences of all this he states at the 
outset: — 

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that 
is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our profession. For we have not a 
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 
iv. 14—16.) 

And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 

mercy, as it is written, For this cause I will confess 

to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. 

(Rom. xv. 9.) 

xlviii. Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O 

Lord, among the heathen, and sing praises unto 
thy name, (xviii. 49.) 

And again : Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles : and 
laud him, all ye people. (Eom. xv. 11.) 

praise the Lord, all ye nations : praise him, 

ALL YE PEOPLE. (cxvii. 1.) 

My praise shall be of thee in the great congre- 
gation : I will pay my vows before them that fear 
him. 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before thee. 

For the kingdom is the Lord's, and he is the 
governor among the nations, (xxii. 25, 27, 28.) 
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Blessed be the Lord God, the God of 
Israel, who only doeth wondrous things: 
and blessed be his glorious name for ever : 
and let the whole earth be filled with his 
glory. Amen, and Amen. 



We have now seen how continued is David's witness 
of Christ, how clear is his prophecy, how acquainted 
he must have been with every particular of His life. 
Can we refuse to believe that one who was permitted 
by inspiration to see all this, must have been conscious 
of the Divinity, and Mediatorial character of our blessed 
Lord ? And if conscious, can we believe it possible that 
he would write these Psalms, without expressing in 
them any belief in the Saviour of the world, any per- 
sonal trust in the merits of that Saviour ? 

Can we suppose that one like David, with a heart so 
full of love to God, a soul so devoted to His service, 
could ever forget Christ ; that He would not be present 
to his view in whatever he wrote, whatever he under- 
took P Let us hear what David says : — 

For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the 
Lord always before my face ; for he is on my right 
hand that I should not be moved. Therefore did my 
heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad. . . . Thou hast 
made known to me the ways of life ; thou shalt make 
me full of joy with thy countenance. (Acts ii.25-28.) 

We are indeed told that the Jews generally, and 
even their prophets, saw only through a glass darkly ; 
the knowledge in the mystery of Christ not having 
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been made known to them, as it was afterwards made 
known to the Apostles, and by them to the Church : 
(Eph. iii. 5 :) for this mystery was before kept secret 
till the fulness of the time should come. (Rom. xvi. 25; 
1 Cor. ii. 7 ; Eph. iii. 9 ; Col. i. 26.) We must there- 
fore expect to find the language of the Psalms, not- 
withstanding this knowledge of, and looking to the 
Saviour, in keeping with that of the other books of the 
Old Testament ; and instead of wishing for a more 
general reference to the Saviour, feel grateful that we 
can find so much. 

But on the other hand we must call to mind what 
St Peter says on this head. Speaking of the prophecies 
of Christ in the Old Testament, he says : — 

Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and 
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace 
that should come unto you : searching what, or what 
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them 
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings 
of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto 
whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but 
unto us they did minister the things which are now 
reported unto you by them that have preached the 
gospel unto you, with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. (1 Peter i. 10 — 12.) 

Here we have it plainly asserted that David and the 
other prophets were conscious of what they uttered, 
and that they searched diligently into all the particu- 
lars connected with our Lord's coming : we must there- 
fore interpret the other passages just quoted from St. 
Paul's writings, to signify that though the prophets 
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did prophesy of Christ, and saw Christ, yet that the 
benefits derived from Christ could not be so completely 
understood by them as they afterwards were by those 
who lived after the birth of Christ. For indeed it 
would be impossible for us to believe that David knew 
not Christ, when Christ had been so clearly prophesied 
of before by Enoch, and Moses, and Balaam, and had 
been known by Abraham and other patriarchs. But 
the strongest argument for David's knowledge of 
Christ, is afforded by our Lord's testimony to this 
knowledge, when He so frequently refers to David and 
his writings as a proof of His Messiahship. After His 
resurrection, and just before His ascension, He said, 

These are the words which I spake unto you, while 
I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled 
which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me. Then 
opened he their understanding, that they might un- 
derstand the Scriptures ; and said unto them, Thus it 
is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise from the dead the third day : and that repen- 
tance and remission of sins should be preached in his 
name, among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
(Luke xxiv. 44 — 47.) 

But whatever knowledge David may have had, 
whether that knowledge were clear or confused, we as 
Christians have received the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit's abundant revelation ; and therefore when we 
take up the Psalms, or any other portion of the Old 
Testament, we must be prepared to make them suitable 
to our purpose, by seeing the Saviour in them as often 
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as may be : we must read them or repeat them in the 
same spirit with which David would have sung them, 
had he been living in our times ; above all, we must 
beware that we do not, through a mistaken notion of 
adhering too closely to the literal meaning, altogether 
fail of appreciating that spiritual signification which 
was doubtless realised by their inspired author ; we as 
Christians must not have Christ less frequently in our 
hearts and minds than David had. 

Let us then receive the prophecies in the Psalms, as 
David received the prophecies of Christ by Moses and 
the prophets which were before him ; who received 
them with faith, and realised them so that they became 
his own ; and where we fail to see clearly what is sig- 
nified, let us betake ourselves in prayer to God, beseech- 
ing Him, that "He would open our understanding that 
we may understand the Scriptures." 

" Sion's daughter, weep no more, 
Though thy troubled heart be sore ; 
He of whom the Psalmist sung, 
He who woke the prophet's tongue, 
Christ, the Mediator blest, 
Brings thee everlasting rest." 



PART II. 



DAVID'S VISION. 



DAVID'S VISION. 



At Ephrata a comely youth 

By noontide walk his flock doth feed ; 
With tender care, and accents sweet, 

The ewes with young doth gently lead. 1 

That youth had in the morning been 
By aged Samuel king proclaimed : 

Selected by the Lord, he had 

O'er all his brethren grace obtained.* 

And now he climbs the mountain height, 
A simple shepherd-boy is he : 

And while he climbs, his reed doth take, 
To play some well-known melody. 



1 1 Sam. xvi. 11. .. Pa. lxxviii. 71. 

2 1 Sam. xvi. 13. 



54 david's vision. 

Anon he plays, anon lie sings, 

As prompted by the moment's thought ; 

While gathered by the well-known sounds, 
His willing sheep are near him brought. 

Girt only with a woolly skin, 
His supple limbs are freely seen : 

He turns, and we behold his brow, 
His ruddy cheek, his noble mien. 3 

His parting locks of golden hair 
Eeveal a beauteous, joyful face ; 

His well-knit frame with strength combines 
The symmetry of perfect grace. 

A staff he in his hand doth hold, 

And to his waist is fixed a sling ; 
While on his shoulder hangs a lyre, 

Of simple form, yet tuneful string. 

•» 

And now he gains a table-rock, 

From whence he distant lands descries ; 

Bivers and mountains, fields and brooks, 
Lie like a map before his eyes. 

Beneath him lies his father's house, 
The fields where Boaz first met Ruth ; 

That house in which himself was born, 
Where he had passed his early youth. 

3 1 Sam. xvi. 12. 
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But see that speck ! perhaps that's he ! 

Perhaps that's haughty Eliab ; 
And lo, those two ! perhaps they are 

Proud Shammah and Aminadab. 

Lord, what is man ! A thing how small, 
That Thou should'st keep him in Thy sight! 

A grasshopper, a mite, a worm ! 

How small compared with Thy might ! 4 

His father's house seemed large before ; 

But now how small ! what then are they 
To Him, whom sun and moon, and stars 

And spheres, and heavenly hosts obey ? 

The opening valley shows him whence 

His country's foe, the Philistine, 
His countless hordes poured in, and seized 

His land, his home, his fruitful vine. 

Base abject race, though now ye have 
The vineyard of the Lord cut down, 

His children's heritage laid waste, 

Their home with fire and sword o'erthrown, 5 — 

The Lord from heaven shall yet look down, 
And hear the prayer of their distress : 

In answer to their earnest cry 

Will send deliverance and redress. 



4 Is. xl. 15, 22. 
* Ps. lxxx. 15, 16. 
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With sword, and spear, and shield they come, 
And think by help of these to win : 

But we in God Most High will trust 
To save us in the battle's din. 6 

No sooner shall the Lord our God 
Forgive the trespass of His land, 

Than Moab and Philistia proud 
Shall subject be to our command J 

But not alone— to us enslave, 

And conquer us, they idly dream ; — 

But Thee, Lord our God, deride, 
Thy holy name they now blaspheme. 8 

But maimed Dagon shall fall down « 

Again before the Ark of God : 
His worshippers shall stricken be 

With boil, and plague, and emerod. 9 

Adullam's cave now meets his view, 
That cave which he remembers well ; 

That cave which he hath oft explored, 
Though hanging o'er the chasm'd dell. 

And what beyond ? They say that seas 
And countless isles beyond exist : 

Would God those isles His name might know, 
And from idolatry desist ! 10 

6 1 Sam. xvii. 45. 
* Ps. cviii. 9. 

8 Ps. lxxiv. 18. 

9 1 Sam. v. 4. 

10 Ps. xcvii. 1. 
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Next this is Hebron, 'neath whose mount 
The faithful Abraham walked with God ; 

Where, looking for his home above, 
He as a sojourner abode. 

Beth-haccarem, whose vine-clad slope 

Is often capped with beacon-light, 
And wild Engedi's craggy cliff, 

Each in its turn engage the sight. 

Adjoining see that dread abyss 

Whose vasty deep one sees not all ! 
Dread sea of death ! thy noxious steam 

Marks Sodom and Gomorrah's fall ! 

Teach me, Lord, their sins to shun ; 

Thy sacred laws write in my heart ; 
That, trusting in Thy promised strength, 

I, Lord, from Thee may ne'er depart ! 

Out there lies Gilgal. It was there 
Where Saul was crowned ; and tidings say 

That there, alas, he now is fallen, 
And by the prophet cast away ! u 

What hill is that ? Jerusalem : 

A hill with other hills around : 12 
There, were I king, would I God's house, 

And courts, and sacred precincts found. 

11 1 Sam. xv. 12. 

12 Ps. cxxxv. 2. 
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Beyond is Kamah. Thence it was 
The holy seer of God came here ; 

And thither now he doth return, 
To be God's sacred presence near. 



Most holy man : beloved of God ! 

From early youth to ripe old age 
Instructed in God's sacred law, to teach 

To Israel from its sacred page. 



He paused, and mused ; then inwardly 
He prayed. He prayed for Israel's king, 

For Judah, for his father's house ; 

Then loosed his lyre with intent to sing. 



Meanwhile the sun with hastening pace 
His coursers urge across the skies ; 

The flitting clouds reflect his rays, 
And gladden man with fond surprise. 



The youthful shepherd tuned his lyre, 
Which now upon his arm did hang ; 

And, looking up, he swept the strings, 
And thus with tender voice he sang : — 



Thou glorious orb, whose golden genial ray 
The sable night awakens into day ; 
Who like a bridegroom, cometh in the morn ; 
Or like a giant, wakes at early dawn ; — 



david's vision. 59 

Thy form how vast ! Thy track how infinite ! 
From East to West thou traversest the height ! 
All-seeing sun ! which light and heat imparts 
To all earth's creatures in her several parts ! 13 
Soon as thy orb lights up the coming day, 
The lions slumber till the twilight grey ; 
While man his daily work in peace performs, 
And day to day, and night to night responds. 14 



With eyes directed to the sky, 
His wondering admiration grew : 

But soon he takes his lyre again, 

And now he sweeps the strings anew : — 



Creation THEE obeys ! sunshine and light 
By Thee were both prepared : to rule the night 
The silvery moon and stars ; while the glad sun 
By Thy command its daily course doth run. 15 
The spacious earth these light at Thy command, 
And spread Thy blessings to the furthest land. 16 
But stay ; not only were they made, but still 
From age to age continue at Thy will ; 17 
And while they thus continue they declare 
Thy power and love, Thy providential care. 
Yet, though this earth be fair, without Thy light 
The sun itself is dark, all sunshine night. 



13 Ps. xix. 5, 6. 

. . Ps. civ. 20—23. 

. . Ps. civ. 19 ; cxxxvi. 7 — 9. 

. . Ps. xix. 4. 

... Ps. cxix, 91. 



14 
IS 

16 Rom 

17 



x. 18. 



60 david's vision. 

Thou my salvation art, my son and shield ; 18 

My sun of righteousness, by faith revealed. 

praise the Lord of heaven : praise Him, height! 

Praise Him, sun and moon ; praise Him ye stars of 

light ! 
Praise Him, angelic host ! With one accord, 
Let everything that breathes say, — Praise the Lord ! 19 



His song hath ceased. Forth from his vest 
The bard a sacred roll withdrew ; 

Which, opening with a reverent air, 
These words of Moses meet his view : — 



" From Judah's tribe the sceptre ne'er shall fail ; 

A judge in Israel is the Lord's entail ; 
Till Shiloh king and priest shall Salem greet, 

Who shall the Gentiles gather to His feet." 20 

He closed his eyes in thought : but while 
The outward roll was hidd'n from sight, 

God's spirit breathed upon his heart, 
And filled his inmost soul with light. 

He started to his feet, and lo ! 

A wondrous sight appeared in view ; 
His father's house had disappeared, 

And a vast inn ris'n up in lieu. 

18 Ps. lxxxiv. 11. 

19 . . • • Ps. cxlviii. 1 — 3 ; cl. 6. 

» Gen. xlix. 10. 
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A beauteous star seen in the East 
Nearer and nearer comes, till lo ! 

It stands erect o'er Bethle'm's inn, 
And sheds thereon a lambent glow. 



A babe lay there, whose humble bed 
Was shared by cattle ; yet whose head 

Shone forth with glory, which the world 
Illumed, while Satan, vanquished, fled. 



Meanwhile the sun has gained the west, 
In clouds which seem a sea of gold ; 

The heavens above refulgent glow, 
In tints which constant change unfold. 



Jerusalem the tints take up, 
All rajliant with reflected light ; 

E'en as the child of God reflects 

God's image placed before his sight. 



With soul amazed, with eyeballs fixed, 
The youthful prophet stands entranced 

Scales fall from off his eyes ; he sees 
With all his faculties enhanced. 



Himself he sees on Salem crowned, 
As king enthroned on Sion's hill : 

Moab and all the country round, 
Askelon and Gath, obey his will. 
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A line of royal kings he sees. 
Proceeding from his reins ; of whom 

Many are faithless, few are true, 
And all bring sorrow, sin and gloom. 

He sees his children captive led 

By Babylon's invading horde ; 21 
While all his noblest sons lie dead, 

Cut down by the unsparing sword. 

But Shiloh now he sees appear, 

Messiah King on Sion's throne ; 
His son He is, ! yet Him he owns 

As David's Lord, as God alone. 1 * 

The heavens and earth Thou did'st create, 
All things proceeded from Thy hand : 

The sun and planets, moon and stars, 
Started to life at Thy command. 

But heaven and earth shall pass away, 
Their glory and their light shall wane : 

As Thou in ages past wert God, 

So shalt Thou, Lord, for e'er remain. 22 

11 Ps. cxxxvii. 

1 Acts ii. 30. Ps. lzxzix. 3, 4 ; oxxxii. 11, 17. 

»* Matt. xzii. 42—45 ; Acts ii. 34 ; 

Heb. i. 13 . . Ps. ex. 1. 

" Heb. i. 10—12 Ps. cii. 25—27. 

%* The Roman numerals will be found to correspond with the Soman 
numerals in the preceding dissertation, which will save the reader the 
trouble of looking out the passages. 
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God's temple lie on Sion sees, 

The city of the King of kings ; 23 
While earth's remotest parts draw nigh, 

And heaven with loud Hosannah rings. 



Heaven now opens wide her gates, 
A sudden splendour shines around : 

He sees One like the Son of man, 

And in his ear these words do sound : — 



" Sacrifice, God, Thou wouldest not, 
Nor pleasure hast therein : but lo, 
I come ; I come to do thy will ; 
As, Lord, thy written word doth show." v 



With Zacharias lie stands forth, 

To bless and praise the Lord Most High, 
Who to redeem His people, did 

His only Son ordain to die." 



Adore Him, ye Angelic hosts, 
Both Cherubim and Seraphim ; 

Though here He seems but mortal man, 
Angels of His must worship Him. 7 " 



* Matt. v. 35. Ps. xlviii. 2. 

T Heb. x. 5—7 Ps. xl. 6—8. 

» Luke i. 68—79 Ps. cxi. 9. 

Ttt Heb. i. 6. Ps. xcvii. 7. 
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In body pre-ordained by God, 24 

He sees the child's earth-course begun ; 
He hears the voice by Jordan's stream — 
" This day have I begot a Son." viii 



He hears the Devil tempt Him sore, 
In words which seem to be his own — 
11 Angels have charge concerning thee, 
Lest now thou dash against a stone." x 



But see, His brethren look estranged, 
His mother's children know Him not ! 

In unbelief the Lord they view, 

Despised, contemned, esteemed not ! xii 

The temple which he just had seen 
On Sion's hill, was now all bright 

With heaven's glory ; for it held 
The Lord of glory and of light. 



Thy light how pure, how undefiled ! 

My heart and flesh cry out for Thee ! 25 
Lord, how holy is Thy name ! 

Its zeal hath even eaten me. xi 



24 Heb. x. 5. 
™ Matt. iii. 17. 
* Heb. iv. 5, 6. 
*» Is. liii. 3. . . 

35 

* l Jobn ii. 17. 



#• 



Ps. ii. 7. 
Ps.xci. 11,12. 
Ps. lxix. 8. 
Ps. lxxxiv. 2. 
Ps. lxix. 9. 
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How wise, how good ! Thou teachest man 

According as his state may be : 
The poor with simple things, the wise 

In parables of deep degree. xiii 



Thy Sacred Name, Lord, will I 
Unto my brethren dear declare ; 

And in Thy congregation join 

My voice in songs of praise and prayer.* 1 * 



But shall Thy word be thus confined : 
Shall none but Israel grace receive ? 

Forbid it, Lord ! Thy name I'll preach 
Till all the Gentiles Thee believe. 26 



Among the heathen Thee I'll praise, 
Among the Gentiles Thee confess ; xv 

Heathen Thine heritage shall be, 

The utmost earth shalt Thou possess. 27 



On Tabor's mount he sees Him now, 
But not as he had seen before : 

The sun He seemed in all its strength, 
And light He as a vesture wore. 



*■ Matt. xiii. 35. . . 




. . Ps. lrxviii. 2 


«* Heb. ii. 11, 12. . . 


. . 


. . Fs. xxii. 22. 


»6 


• • « 


. Fs. cii. 15. 


** Rom. xv. 9. 


. . i 


. • Fs. xviii. 49. 


«7 

• . • . . . 


. . 


. . Ps. ii. 8. 
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Eli as near, and Moses stand, 

And speak of sufferings begun ; 
While from the heaven a voice is heard — 

" Lo, this is My beloved Son. ,,XTi 

Messiah now to Sion comes. 

While hosts take up the running word — 
" Blest He that cometh in God's name ! 
Hosanna to the living Lord ! ^ 

Hosannas loud to David's son 

The children's infant voices raise, 
While babes and sucklings try to sing, 

In highest notes, Messiah's praise.**" 1 

He hears the loving Saviour say— 

" How oft, Jerusalem, would I 
Have gathered you beneath My wing, 

Had ye but hearkened to My cry ! " w 

They silent are : but He responds — 

I will, Lord, obey Thy voice ; 
And, running at thy gracious call, 

Beneath Thy wings will I rejoice.* 1 * 

* Ti Matt. xvii. 5 Ps. ii. 7. 

* vii Matt xxi. 9, 15 Ps. cxviii. 25, 26. (The word 

"Hosanna" signifies "Save 

now.") 

**"* Matt. xxi. 16 Ps. viii. 2. 

M Matt, xxiii. 37. 
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In Thee, alone, Lord, I trust ; 

Thou Lord, my Lord, my God, Shalt he ; u 
My hope, my stay, my sure defence, 

In time, and in eternity. 



But ah ! what see I now ! the Lord 

Condemned ! condemned by sinful men ! 

My children take on them His blood, 
And curse their children after them ! 



Amazing sight ! The Lord of life 
Is fixed to the cursed tree ! 

To die, that He may conquer death ; 
Captive, to lead captivity I* 11 * 



" Without a cause they hated Me " — Txa 
Hark ! hear the suffering Saviour cry : — 

" My relatives afar off stand ; 

My Mends and lovers stay not by." xxix 



" My own disciples Me forsake, 

They fly in this My utmost need ; ,,xxfll 
" While he that oft eat bread with Me, 

Hath perfected the wicked deed." ** 



xUi Eph.iv. 8. 
"U John xv. 25. 
«* Luke xxiii. 49. 
""* Matt. xxvi. 56. 
« John ariii. 18. 



Ps. lrviii. 18. 

Ps. xxxv. 19 ; lxix. 4. 

Ps. xxxviii. 11 ; lxix. 20. 

Ps. xxxi. 11. 

Ps. xli. 9. 
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Go, traitor ; with thy lucre vile ; 

But empty shall thy dwelling be : 
No child shall to thy wealth succeed : 

Thy office give up thou, and die ! xxl 



" My hands and feet they pierced through ; X3dT 
They stand and stare at me distrest :" XXTii 

" They mock, and shoot the lip in scorn ;*"* 
While others part with lot my vest." miii 



" Reproaching Thee, God, they say, — xxv! 

And thus my cup fill to the brim " — 
" He trusts in God's deliverance ; 

If so, let God deliver Him." OT 



" I look for pity ; there is none ; 

I look in vain for comforter : w xxviil 
" Afflicted, and they give me gall, 

When thirsty, give me vinegar." 



XXXI 



"> Actsi.20 .. Ps. lxix. 25 ; cix. 8, 9. 

"** John xix. 37; xx. 25. . . Ps. xxii. 16. 

«*tt Lukexxiii. 35 Ps. xxii. 17 ; xxxviii. 11. 

«* Matt, xxvii. 39 Ps. xxii. 7, 8. 

"*"» Matt, xxvii. 35. . . . . Ps. xxii. 18. 

*"* Rom. xv. 3 Ps. lxix. 9, 19; xxxi. 11; 

cix. 25. 

MT Matt, xxvii. 43. .. .. Ps. xxii. 8. 

MTiii Ps. lxix. 20. 

» xi Matt xxvii 34 Ps. lxix. 21. 



DAVIDS VISION. < 

" Like water, I am poured oat : 

My heart, like wax, doth melt away ;" 

" My strength is dried up, and Thou 
My body in the duet doat lay." *** 

" But oh ! how light ia all this pain 

Compared with Thine enmity !" 
" Thy reproach my heart doth break ; * D- 

Lord, why hast Thou forsaken me ! " *"" 

But now His Bufferings all are o'er, 
And Satan foiled in anguish flies : 

The 8criptures are fulfilled, and hear"! — 
The Saviour says — " It finished is." "™ 

A fearful cry now rends the heaven ; w 

Attendant angels kneeling bend : 
The dying Saviour meekly says — 
" To Thee My spirit I commend."" 1 ' 1 

Th' indignant prophet's eyeballs start 

At all his people's sins' array : 
Darken their eyes, Lord, he cries, 

And bow Thou down their back alway. 30 

Pb. uii. 14, 16, 

a Ft,hdx, 20. 

»* Matt-xxvii. 46 Pg. uii. 1. 

T John xix. 30 Pa. uii. 31. (Bible vcr 

Su Exposition of the Pat 

Halt, xxrii. SO. 

" Luke xxiii. 46. . . . . Pa. mi. 5. 

Bom. xi. 9, 10. . . . . Ps. lxix. 23, 24. 
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Why rage the heathen ? Why in vain 
Against the Lord their counsel take ? 

This God hath done : stay now thy hand : 
A bone of Him thou shalt not break.***™ 



His soul Thou shalt not leave in hell ; 

Corruption shall not seize His flesh : *»*"» 
With it His spirit shall arise. 

The Lord of life doth live afresh ! 



The stone which builders disallowed, 
Is now become the corner-stone : 

Most wonderful to us is this. 

And wrought, God, by Thee alone. ** 



Kings and their counsels are in vain, 

And all that to the wicked cling: 
For God in highest heaven hath said — 
" On Sion have I set my King. ,,xU 



Again the heavenly portals ope, 
Again a splendour shines around ; 

Again doth Jesus rise on high, 

While heavenly vaults His praise resound. 



xxxix Acts iv. 25, 26. 

»xvii John xix. 36. . , 

xxxTiii Acts ii. 29— 31. 

xl Matt. xii. 42. 

xli 



Ps. ii. 1, 2. 
Ps. xxxiv. 20. 
Ps. xvl 10. 
Ps. cxviii 22, 23. 
Ps. ii. 6. 
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Lift up your heads, ye gates, that He 

The King of glory may come in ! 
Lift up your heads, ye gates ; for He, 

The Lord of hosts, hath conquered sin. xliii 



Hosanna ! God ascends on high, 
•There is no more captivity : 

Hosanna ! God shall gifts bestow 
On man throughout eternity .^ 



To us redemption Thou hast sent, 
Thy ransom Thou shalt now reclaim : 

Thy covenant for e'er shall last : 
Adored be Thy holy name ! M 



An awful voice is heard above, 
Though form or shape he could not see — 
" Here on my right-hand sit enthroned ; 
Thy foes shall now Thy footstool be." *** 

The sons of God the words take up 
From choir to choir the echoes run — 
" Thy throne endures for evermore, 
Thy sceptre is a righteous one." xlv 



.. .. .. .. •• f 8i Jtlkl V » f ^~ lw« 

* m Eph. iv. 8. . . . . . . Ps. lxviii. 18. 

^ Luke i. 68 Ps. cxL 9. 

* M Matt xxii. 44; Heb. i. 13; 

Acts ii. 34 ; 1 Cor. xv. 25. . . Ps. ex. 1. 

xl Heb. i. 8 , Ps. xlv. 6, 7. 
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On God's right hand He sits enthroned. 
His enemies His footstool are : 

 

Henceforth to intercede for us, 

As Priest and King for evermore.* 1 ™ 1 



Blest ye whose ransom now is paid, 
Blest ye whose sins are now forgiven ; 

Blest, whose transgressions are no more, 
Whose manacles of sin are riven. 31 



Safe are we now from all our foes ; 

Satan shall now no more oppress : 
Delivered by our God we will 

Hi* holy name for ever bless. xlTiii 



Be wise now, therefore, ye kings, 
Ye judges of the earth, give heed : 

Serve Christ in fear, in faith, in love, 
And He will save you in your need. 32 



Ye children of the Lord, rejoice, 

In reverence His courts draw nigh : M 

Jesus, your Saviour, died for you, 
For you He left his throne on high. 



* 1tU Heb. v. 6 ; vii. 3. 

31 Rom. iv. 6— 8... 

'•^Lukei. 71, 74.. 
as 

• • • • • • 

39 



Ps. ex. 4. 

Ps. xxxii. 1, 2. 

Ps. xviii. 2, 17, 48, 49. 
Ps. ii. 10—12. 
Ps. ii. 11. 
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Though here Jerusalem is cursed 
By reason of her people's fall ; 

Jerusalem on high shall be 
The joyful mother of us all. * 



Blest then are they who trust in Him ! lv 
Blest they for whom Messiah died ! 

Praise shall for e'er their tongues employ 
Who in His courts with Him abide. 



With soul o'erwhelmed with love divine, 
The youthful shepherd prostrate falls : 

Then rising, lifts his hands in prayer, 
And on his God and Saviour calls : — 



Who, Lord, am I, and what my father's house, 3 * 
That Thou should' st think of me? Let this arouse 
My utmost faculties of love and praise. 
Thou, Lord, a simple shepherd boy doth raise 
To feed Thy people Israel. Give me grace 
Thyself to follow : that Thy chosen race 
May, like these sheep, be gathered to Thy fold, 
And be for ever in Thy Book enrolled. 



Ti GaL iv. 27 ; Is. liv. 1 Ps. cxiii. 9. 

lT . . . . . . . . . . Ps. ii. 12 ; xviii. 2 ; lvii. 1. 

• • • • •• •• •• Xo» IaaaIYi 4* 

» 2 Sam. vii. 18. 
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Lord, I am humble, but Thou knowest my heart, 36 
That from Thy statutes I will ne'er depart. 
'Tis of Thy goodness Thou hast this revealed — 37 
How that the nations shall of Thee be healed. 
Thou, God, art great ; and there is none like Thee : 
The gods of heathen are but vanity. 88 
Lord, Thou hast looked upon my low estate ; 
Thine eyes regard all those who on Thee wait : 
Thou hear'st the groans of those who captive are, 39 
And Satan's victims who cry out from far : 
Thy glorious name shall be on Sion heard, 
Thou in Jerusalem be worshipped : 
Thou shalt the nations gather to Thy feet, 
The kingdoms of the earth shall Israel meet : 
Thy name shall nations come and glorify: 
Thee shall they worship as their Deity. 

Trust Him alone, ye people of His choice ; 
Pour out your hearts before Him, and rejoice. 
Eejoice ye Gentiles ; yea, rejoice and sing, 
With all His people ; for the Lord is King. xlTiil 



As wakening from a joyous dream 
The face appears all clear and bright ; 

So David's visage seemed to be 
All radiant with a hallowed light. 



* 2 Sam. vii. 20. 
37 2 Sam. vii. 27. 
88 2 Sam. vii. 22. 

» Pg.lxix. 33. 

xivM Bom. xv. 9-— 11 Ps. xviii. 49 ; cxvii. I. 
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And well it might ! for in that morn 
A shepherd-boy he was : mid-day 

The Lord's anointed ; now a seer 
And prophet at the close of day. 



A wondrous change : yet not so great 
As when by the transforming rod 

The sinner God's own child becomes : 
The child of sin— the child of God 



The setting sun is sinking fast, 

Behind the hills which skirt the west ; 

His flock he now brings down, that they 
May with all Nature take their rest. 



And homeward now he bends his way, 
Yet humble as he was before ; 

Waiting God's own appointed time, 
Loving Jehovah more and more. 



And ever he, in after life, 

His Saviour saw before his eyes ; 
He held him by his own right hand, iil 

He ever heard His earnest cries. 



w Acts iL 25 Ps. xvi. 8. 
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And thus lie ever grew in grace, 
After God's heart he daily grew : 40 

And though he sometimes fell and sinned, 
God ever did His grace renew. 



As shepherd, God his shepherd was ; 

As King, he looked to God as King 
His psalms he to Messiah raised ; 

He looked to God in everything. 



Jesus he thus by faith perceived ; 

He trusted ever in His strength : 
Till having reached a ripe old age, 

God took him to Himself at length. 



Header, farewell ! Take David as your guide : 
If poor and weak — trust God ; in Him confide : 
When sorely tempted by the Devil — pray 
That God may lead you in His own right way : 
When having sinned— to God confess your sin, 
And you shall then, through Jesus, pardon win : 
When pardoned — mindful be to show God's grace, 
That others may be led to Jesus' face : 



40 1 Sam. xiii. 14. 
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When sore afflicted — think of God's great deeds ; 
How he hath succoured men in utmost needs : 
When gay and happy — sing glad songs of praise; 
Lift up your hearts, while ye your voices raise : 
Young men and maidens, children and old men, 41 
Glad songs of praises sing, and say — "Amen." 

4i Ps. cxlviii. 12. 



Preparing for the Pre**. 
(By the same Author.) 

HYMNS ON THE PSALMS; 

A Collection of One Hundred and Fifteen Original Hymns on the 
Psalms of David, or on particular verses of the Psalms. 



Alto: 
THE STRUCTURAL CHARACTER 

OW THK 

BOOK Of PSALMS. 

With a Preliminary Dissertation on Hebrew Poetry. 
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